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Goims Mesothuria Ludwig 1894.

10. 3fesof7iurta (lennt\ sp. u.

(Textfio-. 9).

Specimens examined

Si-i. Coll.,

Spec. No.
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Textfig. 9.

Mesotfiurîa deanî : a-Cnlcareous ring ; b, c—
Tables of ventral perisome ; <1, e—Same of pedi-

cel, (c—ex 225). I

—

luterradialia ; R—Radialia.

The animal in life clothes itself with sand grains, small shells

and shell fragments, which adhere by action of its numerous

pedicels.

Witli the exception of

endplates wliieli are found

on the ends of the small

dorsal, the large lateral and

small ventral pedicels, there

is only one kind of calcare-

ous deposit, viz., the tables

{b— e). In the ventral peri-

some, tlie tables measure

from 0.07 to 0.10 mm. in

diam., and their spire 0.05

mm. in height. Spire

consists almost always of three pillars. It has generally only one

crossbeam. The crown has several teeth on the top of each of the

three pillars. No elongated diverging ends to the pillars as in

some species. Tables on the pedicels not different in shape, but

smaller in size, the disks measuring 0.05—0.07 mm. in diameter.

No supporting rods.

Bemarks :—The fact that these specimens are without any

tentacular ampullae and that their two-branched respiratory tree

does not intermingle with the blood vessels of the alimentary

tract, at once puts them in the sub-family Synallactinae ; and the

presence of only one genital bundle on the left side makes them

referrable to the genus Mesotlmria. Even in the narrowed definition

of tlio genus given by Perkier, the presence of pedicels on the

odd ventral ambulacrum fits them to that genus. The speci-

mens have tables of the triradiate type and are very close to M.
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maroccana Perriee, but the tables in that species of Pereier have

the disk showing either six holes only, or two or threc^ more

holes of the primary circle in addition, but never any outside that

circle. M. murrayi (Thkel) is also very near our species, but in

that species large lateral pedicels exist in a single row on the

outer edge of each lateral ambulacrum, other pedicels of the zone

being small. Besides, the shape of tlie spire of the tables is

different : it terminates in three long prongs garnished with teeth,

while in our species there is no sucli long prong.

I believe, M. murrayi var. parva (Thkel) comes closest to

tlie present species, but the general configuration of the body in

that form is almost lozenge- shaped, while in t\io latter it is more

uniformly broad and longer. Moreover, the pedicels of the median

ventral surface are minute and almost invisible to the naked eye,

while in my species they are, although small, yet very distinct,

numerous and easily seen. Finally, the tip of the pillars in the

tables is provided with many teeth in parva, while in my species

it has generally only throe or often even a smaller number of teeth.

The color of the former species is said to be yellowish white, while

that of the latter is purple or violet. The present species is also

somewhat near il/, holothurioldes Sluiter, but that species has

the middle part of the ventrum entirely naked.

There seems therefore nothing to do but to constitute this

into a new species. I therefore name the species for Dr. Bashford

Dean of Columbia University, New York, who joined us for a time

in the study of the fauna of Sagami Bay.


